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to pervade; all; every, every one, whole, entire, universal, all-

pervading or all-containing; the intellectual faculty or the faculty which

perceives individuality or the individual underlying the gross body.’’ (M.

Monier - Williams, 1449)



 ‘‘WORLD’’ 
‘‘WORLD’’ 

the earth, with all its countries, peoples and natural
features’’, ‘‘a particular part of the earth; ‘‘a particular group of countries
or people; ‘‘a particular period of history and the people of that period,’’
‘‘a planet like the earth’’ : ‘‘the people or things belonging to a particulars
group or connected with a particular interest, job, etc.; a person’s
environment, experiences, family, friends, our society and the way people
live and behave; the people in the world; a way of life where possessions
and physical pleasures are important rather than spiritual value; the
state of human existence etc. (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,
Oxford; Oxford Univ. Press, 2005, p. 1762)
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I wonder if you have seen professor J.L. Mehta’s last lecture

delivered at Harward before a month of his death. I have started reading

your novel and I am enjoing it. Thank you once again for writing a very

a thoughtful response to my book.

With regards

Yours sincerely

Daya Krishna

My dear Shah,

What is this? You come to Jaipur and do not inform me before

hand; and imagine, your daughter comes and we miss meeting her. It

would have been fun to talk about films and film makers and dreaming

about films one was to make. Film has a form so different from all the

other arts, just a succession of images which stay for less than a second.

Your other daughter, who works in ceramics, taught me something about

how clay becomes ‘porclaim’. Perhaps life is like that. But most of us are

only half-baked, fit to be broken and thrown in a garbage heap.

Writers talk a lot about creativity. Yet the artist ego looms larger

than the so-called work. One hears of kavi-karma and wonders about the

labour and work that they do.Dear Professor Shah,

What a surprise to learn that you had been reading my book, ‘The

Art of the Conceptual’. Perhaps the literary artist and the philosopher are

concerned with similar issues and problems that are to reflect on the

lived experience. I like your lines fromYeats, but I do not see any conflict

between life and work. Perhaps, that is the difference between the artist

and the thinker. In any case I am happy to find that a writer with your

sensibilities has enjoyed writings.



Dear R.C. Shah,

‘Ancestral voices’ reached me a few days ago just as I was trying

to close my ears to them in order to hear the voices from the future

beckoning us and challenging us to think and act in a new way... still it is

good to be reminded and I look forward to read what you have written.

...

My dear Shah,

I hope your worry about my illness is over, though ‘illness’ seems

to be a natural condition of life at all its stages and ages. The stranger

problem is that there are not only ‘diseases’ of life or ‘body’ but also of

‘mind’ and’ ‘reason’ and ‘intellect’ and even of the ‘spirit’. Mental

illnesses are well known but not so the diseases which reason itself is

prone to. As for the spiritual illnesses one hardly hears about them. But

what about ‘imagination’? Does it play an important role in diseases at

all the levels? And if so, what is the cure for those diseases which are

rooted in imagination and at another level in consciousness itself.

If consciousness is a disease that has affected life, then could not

life be considered a disease that has affected matter?

Matter itself does not seem to have any diseases, though there is

such a thing as rusting or ‘radioactive decay’ which in any case has not

been seen as such. At one time, the story of the ‘Black Hole’ seemed to

suggest something similar to ‘disease’ at the heart of matter. But as Stephen

Hawking has gone back on his earlier theory, we can hardly see them as

such.

You are a writer; why not write on this? Is literature a disease of

language just as according to Wittgenstein, philosophy is a disease which

language suffers from when it takes a holiday from its daily use.

Imagine, writing to you like this; but it is the ‘person’ to whom the

letter is written that provokes a thought-current appropriate to him or

her.

With regards

Yours sincerely

Daya Krishna

a letter to Jyotsna is still unwritten but some day it shall be sent.

Your translation of my lecture has been so well-received that I have

started wondering whether it is the skill of the translator or the thought of

the thinker which has created ‘the magic’.

With regards

Yours sincerely

Daya Krishna
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